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SERMONS .. -1958 
I 
THE CHURCHES OF GALATIA 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 314 February 2, 1958 
In the first century Asia Minor was divided into fourtE*ln provinces, 
or states, and one of these was called Galatia. The inhabitants or 
Galatia were a Celtic race who lived originally in what is now northern 
and central France. In physique they resembled the Germans - men 
of large stature, fair skin, blue eyes, and light hair. In temperament 
they were restless, and impulsive. They were the same people who 
settled Wales and Ireland and their traits persist in Ireland today. 
Paul preached to the Galatians on his second missionary journey, 
and congregations were established. On his third journey he "went 
over all the country of Galatia and Phyrgia in order, strengthening 
all the disciples" (Acts 18: 23). 
A physical infirmity was the immediate cause of Paul's preaching 
in the Galatian country. In a letter to the churches of Galatia, he 
said, "Ye know how througlJ. infirmity of the flesh I preached the 
gospel unto you at the first" (Galatians 4: 13). God who makes all 
things work together for good to them that love Him used Paul's 
afflicion to plant churches in this ancient province. 
We do not know the nature of Paul's infirmity, but whatever it 
was , the Galatians did not let it serve as a stumbling-block to them. 
Be it said to their credit, that they regarded not the outward man. 
Paul said to them, "And my temptation which was in my flesh ye 
despised not, nor rejected; · but received me as an angel of God, even 
as Christ Jesus" (Galatians 4: 14). Paul's malady may have deformed 
him somewhat for the scriptures imply that the Galatians could ob-
serve it, but they did not let it stand in their way of hearing the 
truth · Paul preached. He was received as if he had been an angel of 
God, or Christ Himself. 
Modern churches are likely to make too much of the minister's 
appearance. They dote upon ministerial dress and fine physique . An 
enthusiastic church member remarked , concerning hi s handsome 
preacher, that it was worth his salary to see him walk down the 
street. Socrates was known as the ugliest man in Athens , and Paul 
may have been the homeliest of the apostles, but that made no dif -
ference to the Galatians. ,vould that we, like God, looked not on ' 
the outward, but on the inward man , and estimated the preacher's 
worth by what he carries in his head and heart rather than by what 
he wears on his body! 
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The Galati an churches beg an their Christian ca reer with de ep 
enthusiasm and bri ght promise, but they soon cooled in their ard or 
and failed to realize their early prospects. They lent a re ceptive ear 
t o false te a chers and soon denied the cause they had so rapturously 
e spoused . Judaizers came among them who attacked the apostleship 
of Paul. They cla imed th a t his apostleship was rec eived from men, 
and th at his claim to equal authority with the twelve apostl es wa s 
a bold usurp ation. Their atta ck was int ensely per sonal. Like such 
camp aigns through a ll history it was envenomed and unscrupulous . 
In r es ponse to the course taken by the Gal a ti ans , Paul sai d, "I 
m arvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into 
the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not a no th er ; but 
there be som e th at trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ . 
But though we, or an angel from heaven , pr each any oth er gospel 
unto you than that which we have pre ac hed unto you , let him be 
ac cu r sed" (Galatians 1 : 6-8) . The members of the church in Galati a 
were persuaded by the Judaizin g tea che r s to keep the law of Mos es 
a s well as the gospel of Christ, and Paul r espond ed, "Chri st is be-
coine of no effect unto you , whosoever of you are justified by the 
law; ye are fallen from gra ce" (Gal ati ans 5 :4) . It wa s in the spirit 
of sorrow th at the apostle wrote to th em, "Ye did run well ; who 
did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? " (Gala ti ans 5: 7 ). 
The very people who received P aul as an angel from God , turn ed 
a gainst him, and he asked , "Am I therefore bec ome your enem y , 
bec au sfJ I t ell you the truth?" (Galatians 4: 16) . 
From the churches of Galatia we le arn a number of le ssons. ln 
the first place , we se e the fickleness , of human nature. This tr ait l s 
-possessed by many people of our day. We see it in bas eball fan s 
who idolize th e team wh en it wins , and turn against it when it loses . 
We see it exemplified in the rise and ebb of the tide of popul ar ap-
pl ause for public le ade r s. P r esident Theod ore Roo sevelt underst ood 
this char ac teristic of many. Returnin g from Afri ca, E gypt and Europ e 
with . ra re specimens for the Smith soni an In stitute and crowned with 
th e hi ghest ac ademic honors of Great Britain and the continent , he 
was welcomed by a million shoutin g, cheering, waving enthus;asts in 
New York Cit y. That same day he said to his sister, "And they soon 
w ill be throwin g rotten apples at me ." 
We sometim es see the fi cklene ss of people wh en a new pr ea cher 
mov es in to labor with a con gregati on . The members vi e with ea ch 
other to do him honor . He is dined and entert a ined . His praises are 
sun g by th e peopl e over th e community. But time co ols the ardor of 
some. Th ere are other pr ea chers th ey like better. The pres ~nt 
eva nge li st is a mi sfit , and th e elders err ed in selectin g him . At first 
th e fickle memher s loved him so mu ch they almost ate him. a nd later , 
:,fte r he bea r s down upon th em with the gosp el, the y wish th ey had 
e aten him. 
-, 
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The Galatians embraced Christia n ity ea gerly , welcomed P aul en-
thusiastically on his first visit , be came j ealous partisans, were ex-
ceedingly susceptible to personal influence, ran r ea dily after new 
teachers, adopted another do ctr ine on th e score of its nov elt y, not 
its truth, and all this in three short ye ars! Wh at a comme ntary on 
the fickleness of human nature . 
The second lesson we le arn from the churches of Galatia is th at 
the New Testament says nothing of a provincial or t erritori a l chur ch. 
Paul addresses the churches of Galatia, and not the church of Ga lati a . 
We read further in the New Testament of " the church es of God wh ich 
are in Judea," and Paul says , " I wa s unknown by face to the ch ur che s 
of Judea" (I Thessalonians 2 : 14; Galati a ns ' 1: 22). But there is not a 
word about the church of Judea or the chu r ch of Pale stine . Th ere 
was no state-wide, or county-wide , or ev en cit y-wid e organization of 
the church of Christ. The Lord decreed that the chu rc h should function 
as congregations, each of which would be free to chart its ow n 
course under Christ as its Head. There was no or ga nization tyin g 
congreg a tions together, and the only tie that joined them was that 
of brotlierly love . These loc al churches had no earthly headquarte rs 
with a central office to direct their a ctivities. Th ey wer e independen t 
of one another in government , but invisibly joined by the bond of lov e . 
The third lesson we le arn from the churches of Galatia is the 
near impossibility of permanent success on some fields of labor. 
It is very likely that Paul was the best educated man of his day. H e 
was a diligent student, and his teacher was the most renowned of th e 
first century . His scholarship was broad and profound. He was co m-
pletely captivated by his Lord . His training and practical experien ce 
fitted him, as well as man can be fitted, for the Lord's wor k, And 
he was diligent in his teaching of the Galatians. He spent time with 
them on both his second and third mission ary journ eys, and Timoth y 
and Silas labored with him in Galatia. And still he failed in the 
Galatian field of labor. Why? Surely it was not bec ause of a lack of 
ability, or diligence in the preachers that this work failed. It was 
due to the instability of the Galatians. 
A few years ago a gospel preacher who is a friend of mine labored 
in one of our cities for more than two years, but he failed to establish 
a congregation. This preacher is talented , and he labors like a Troj an, 
but he failed in this city. In other cities he had been signally succe ss-
ful in building up the church, but this particular city was differen t . 
The people were cold and indifferent toward the Lord and His caus e, 
and my friend was forced to leave with a broken he art . This examp le 
but confirms the fact that it is exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, 
to succeed in building up the church in some fields of labor. 
We want it understood that in these remarks we are not justifyi ng 
t hose failures where the preacher is at fault . We admit th at som e-
Page 6 THE CHURCHES OF GALATIA 
times he is at fault. Prea chers who refuse to ring door bell s, an d 
·do personal work are making a sad mistake. One pr eac her is reputed 
to have said, "I'm not coming down from in telle ctua l work in Urn 
pulpit, to make a common herdboy out of mys elf. If I must do su cn 
work a s th at , I will quit prea ching and hire out to some man to h etd 
sheep or cows . Chur ch memb ers who cannot be brou ght out to Urn 
house of the Lord , except by pastor al vi sitations , are not worttt 
s t anding room in a potter's fie ld a nyhow." 
The author of such a statem ent is very short- sigh te d, for the apos tl e 
P aul says, "We then that are strong ought to be a r t he infitmities of 
the weak, and not to please ourselves" (Roman s 15: 1). How ca n 
the strong bear the infirmities of the weak if th ey never come in 
conta ct with the weak? Think of the opp ortunity we are missing wh en 
we fa il to strengthen several hundred memb ers of a con greg ati on , 
and the r eby enable them to be come an effe ctiv e workin g for ce for 
the Lord. If eac h person in a congre gation of five hundr ed sp en t on e 
hour per we ek in the Lord's work, that would be the equivalent or 
sixty-two eight-hour working da ys for one person. There is no way 
to measure the good that could be accomplished by such a workin g 
for, ' e, and the preacher - and eld er s - who do not pu t a congr egation 
to work are remiss in their duty . 
But a fou rth le sson we lea rn fr om th e Galat ian chur ches is t he 
cunning and persistency of false teachers. Tho se who were underminin g 
the foundation laid by Paul in Gal atia were not skeptics , but re ligiou s 
· te ac hers. The y claimed to be the people of God , but they were ben t 
on destroying the work of Paul, and they had no scruples as to tlie 
methods they u sed. They became obsessed with th e theory that men 
must be circumcized and ke ep th e law of Moses to be saved. The y 
fell so deepl y in love with this view th at noth ing el se mattered, an d 
their theory held th em in its ove rweenin g pow er. 
We see the sa me situ a tio n in the chur ch tod ay . T here have be en 
a few who ha ve embr ac ed the th eory known as premillennialism, and 
th ey cling tena ciously to it. They believe that Christ will r eturn t o 
the earth and reign for a thousand years upon the old earthly throne 
of David in J eru salem, and that the saints will reign with Him upon 
the earth. Th ey overlook the fact that the spiritu al throne of Da vid 
n ow is in H eaven. This theor y bec omes an obses sion with them , and 
th ey fa ll so de epl y in love with it that they can think of nothing els e. 
It comes to the front in a ll th eir tea chin g, and their a t tachm ent for it 
is so strong th at they will join for ces with an y who espouse it. 'We 
know of faithful members of the church who have left the church, and 
joined denominations because the denominations belie ved their theor y. 
This is the hold that a theory can get upon men when it fastens itself 
to them. The y lose their persp ec ti ve, and all the y can see is the ;r 
hobby. This is what happen ed in Gal atia. F alse t each e rs, and th e 
peopl e t h ey mi sled were unbal an ced by th eir own theo l'y. 
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A fifth lesson we learn from the chur ches of Galatia is the necessity 
of contending for the truth. The Lord cond emns wranglin gs and strife , 
but He exhorts u s to "contend earne stl y for the faith which was once 
for all delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). In th e Old Testam ent , 
th e Lord said "Debate thy cause with thy neighbors" (Pro ve rb s 25: !J). 
Th e Bible says that Paul "spake boldly in the n ame of t he Lord J esu s, 
and disputed against the Gre cians " (Acts 9 : 29). So it is scrip tural a nd 
nec e ssary for us to defend the truth in private or public debate, anct 
there are occasions when loyalty to the truth dem and s the condem-
na tion of error. 
Self-interest sometimes puts on the soft pedal or pr oclaims al cud 
th e right to beli eve anything we please, or avows th at the iss ue is not 
vit a l, or profess es neutrality. But self-sa crifice takes its position bravely 
for the right , irrespective of the odds . The truth of God stands be-
cause loyal souls have fou ght and sa cr ificed for it when it wa s un-
popular and imperiled. 
As the poet has said: 
To side with truth is noble, when we share its wret ch ed crust , 
Ere her cause bring fame and profit, and 'tis prosperou s to be just ; 
Then it is the br dve man choos es, while the coward st ands asid e, 
Doubtin g in his abject spirit, till his Lord is cru cifie d. 
(Quoted in The Churches of The New Testament, by Geo . W. Mc-
Daniel, 1930; Pub!. Richard R. Smith, Inc. , New York; Author unknown). 
Paul was quite severe on the Galati ans, 0 but justifiabl y so. Many 
of them were drifting from the truth to which their souls ha d been 
an chored. The faith itself was in dan ger of being corrupt ed. Men • had 
crept into the congregations who were misleading the di sciples by 
erroneous doctrine s. They were more dan gerous becau se they wer e 
inside the churches. The truth of the gospel wa s at stake. It wa s no 
time to cry "peace, peace." The Lord say s, "the wisdom that is fr om 
above is first pure , then peaceable" (James 3:17). There is a peace 
who se sleep is death. There is a con tention whose issue is life. Paul 
ri sked the enmity of the Galatians by telling them the truth. A surer 
r ebuke of heresy was never heard than these words: "But though we , 
. or an angel from hea ven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be ac cursed" (Galatians 
1:8) . 
There are some things worth standing for, worth living for , worth 
contending for, worth dying for, and one of these things is the gospel 
of ·Christ. Eternal issues rest upon it. When the gospel is lost all is 
lost which gives the church a right to exist. ~even cru sades we re 
laun ched, several hundred thousand lives were lost and two centuries 
were drenched in blood in an ill-advised effort to rescue the sepulcher 
of the Lord from the infidel Turk. The goal was not worth the long 
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quest and blood y cost. The men who took part in these crusad es wer e 
religiously conse cra ted "kni gh t s" and the days in which they liv ed 
are known in history as the days of chivalry. 
But a living faith is worth far more than an empty tomb. Per-
ver ters of the faith a re more danger ous to society , and to Christianity 
th an the dese crators of a n empty tomb . Contenders for the faith are 
the real knights of the cross. The chivalry that champions the gosp e l 
as it is in Chri st is of a hi gher type and fin er fiber th an that which 
blossomed and withered in W estern Europe in the Middle Ages. 
In Paul 's letter to the Galat ia n chur ches, he stressed that th e law 
of Moses was temporary , and th at it wa s only a schoolmaster whos e 
miss ion wa s to bring men to Christ (Galatians 3: 19,24) . It was not to 
last for ever, and after it was nailed to the cross (Colossians 2 : 14) 
Christi ans fell from gra ce who sought to be justified by it (Gal atians 
5 :4) . 
Paul reminded the Gal a ti an Chri stians that after the Lord came , 
they were all "th e children of God by faith in Christ Jesus ," and 
the apo stle add ed, "For as many of you as h ave been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ" (Galati ans 3: 26,27). P aul knew th at the 
Galati ans were children of God by faith be ca us e th ey had been baptized 
in to Christ . No one is , or can be a child of God by faith until his 
fa ith le a ds him to put th e Lord on in New T estament baptism . 
After the Galati ans became Chri stians , P aul said to his brethr en , 
"And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall 
re ap, if we faint not" (Gal a tians 6: 9) . Our Lord has promised that "he 
tha t endureth to the end shall be sav ed" (Matthew 10 : 22) . In the 
Ch r isti an's lif e there are day s that are dark and dreary. There are 
mome nts of discoura gement. There are hours of sorrow. There are 
tempt ations and tri als th a t test the str ongest heart, and there are 
problem s th at vex the soul. But the Lord gives His children strength 
to withst and ev ery trial, and to come in triumoh from every battle 
for ri g-ht eo u sness . We can endure if we will, a nd the reward eternal can 
be ours. 
We invite you to follow in the steps of the Galatians who be-
ca me children of God by faith when they were immersed into Christ, 
and we ur ge you who have obeyed the gospel to follow the admonition 
of Paul when he said . "And let us not be weary in well doing : for in 
due seas on we sh all re ap if we faint not ." 
EPHESUS--THE EFFECTIVE CHURCH 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 315 February 9, 1958 
The city of Ephesus was one of the gr eat cities of the first centur y, 
It was the capit al of Proconsular Asi a, and it had ac cess to the s 0 a 
through a port at Miletus, thirty miles away . 
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Two architectural fe atures adorned the city, the Temple of Diana 
and the Theater . The Temple was built of shi ni ng marble , thr ee hun -
dred and forty-two feet high by one hundred s ixty-four feet wide and 
it was supported by a hundred and twenty pill a r s . It contai ne d a rar e 
coll ection of masterpie ces of sculpture a nd painting . At t he cent er or 
the Temple, concealed by curtains, stood the ancient wooden image or 
the Goddess Diana, reputed to have fallen from heaven. A treasury , 
behind the shrine, was the safety vault of Asia, where kings and nations 
stored their most valued treasures . It took two hundr ed an d twenty 
years to build the Temple of Diana, and it wa s one of the seven wonders 
of the ancient world . 
The Theater at Ephesus was carved out of the west ern side of a 
mountain near by, and, like all ancient theaters, was open to the sky . 
Its capacity was the largest in the ancient world. It could accommod ate 
fifty thousand people - more than the la rgest audit orium or baseball 
park in the United States until recent years. In this Theater the popular 
Assembly met for the transaction of business . It was into this arena 
th at the wild mob rushed with the Ma cedonians, Gaius and Aristarchu s, 
and where Paul himself sought to enter to defend them and himself . 
P aul desired to preach in Ephesus in the early sta ges of hi:s second 
missionary journey but was divinely forbidden (Acts 16 : 6) . However, 
at the clo se of that journey , on the trip from Corinth to Jerusal em, he 
ma de a short visit to Ephesus. He re asoned with the Jews in the ir 
synagogue and evidently made a favorable impression, for he was ur ged 
to remain and , on leaving , he promised to return. 
On the third missionary journey Paul paid his promised visit to 
Ephesus. He did not expect to tarry but events took an un expected 
course and he remained longer than at any other place during his min-
istry . It was while Paul wa s in Ephesus that he wrote the I Corinthian 
letter, and the explanation of why he tarried in Ephesus is found in that 
letter. He said, "For a great and effectu al door is open to me, and 
there are many adversaries" (I Corinthians 16: 9). Opportunity and 
opposition! They determined the dur ation of his stay . They u sually 
coexist . The larger the opportunity the more perplexing the problems . 
Some preachers run away from them. Paul stayed to solve them. Ad-
versaries! Ours seem small and insignificant when we read of the 
adversaries that fought to close Paul's door of opportunity at Ephesus. 
The church at Ephesus occupies a prominent place in the Revela -
tion by John, the Epistles by Paul, and the Acts by Luke. In the book 
of Revelation it is the first of the seven churches to be addressed by 
the Spirit and is commended for its deeds, toil, patience, discipline , 
discernment, and suffering. But it is condemned for the loss of its 
first love. In a generation its soundness in doctrine was unimpaired 
but its ardor for Christ had cooled, its evangelistic fires were quenched . 
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But in the early years of it s existence the Ephesian church was 
exceedingly strong and active. It was so energetic in its spiritual 
activities that scholars have referred to it as "The E:t'fective Church." 
It was an effective church because of its faith. One example will suf-
fice to demonstrate the faith of its members. ·when Paul came to 
Ephesus he found tw elve men who had received the baptism of John 
af ter the baptism of Chri st had replac ed it, and rendered it in valid . 
To these men, Paul said , "John verily baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him 
which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus ." Th e Bible says 
that "when the y heard this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus" (Acts 19:4,5). These men believed in the Lord, and they 
were so anxious to be right in thei r baptism that they submitted to the 
rite a second time. In what contrast do they stand with men of tod ay 
who refuse to obey this explicit command of our Lord! Th ey wa nt ed 
to do what the Lord said at a ll costs, and they were willin g to do 
whatever was necessary to fulfill His will. Their faith was strong indeed . 
Incidentally , this example pro ves that ba ptism is more than a 
symbol of salvation. If it were a mere symbol, and not a condWon of 
salvation, the men of Ephesus would have reasoned: "Why should we 
be immersed the second time? We were immersed once, and in our 
first imm er sio n we fulfill ed the symbol. There is no reason for us to 
fulfill it aga in." No, baptism is not a form or sy mbol. It is a divine 
co ndition with which we must comply in order to be saved. 
The Ephesian congregation was an effective church because tlie 
doctrine of repentance was preached and practiced in it. Repentance 
wa s preach ed by Old Testament prophets and New Testament apostles. 
Enoch preached it during the early da ys of man upon the earth . Noah 
preached it to the people befo re the grea t flood. Jonah preached to 
the Nine vites, "Yet forty days and Nineveh sha ll be destroyed ," and 
the greatest revival in hi story followed . Jeremi ah and Hosea preached 
it to Israel, and when the voic e of John the Baptist broke the silence 
of four hundred years, the first note was, "Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand." Christ took up this note of r epe ntance, and from 
the beginning of His public ministry He preached, "Repent ye; for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 4:17). The twelve apostles 
were sent forth by the Lord, and th e first thing they did was to pre ach 
"that men should repent." P aul , in Athens the most cultured city of 
the world, pre ac hed that God "now commandeth all men eve ry wh ere 
to repent" (Acts 17: 30). And in the closing book of the Bible, the Son 
of God said, "Remember therefore from wh ence thou ar t fallen, and 
r epent." (Revelation 2: 5). 
Repentance is a change of the mind toward si n. It is produced by 
godly sorrow, a nd it results in a reformation of life . Anything short 
of this is not genuine repentance. 
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A true church of Christ proclaims the nature of and insists upon 
the necessity of re pen tance for everyone. There is no subs titute for 
it, and no softening of its demands . "Exce pt ye repent , ye shall a ll 
likewise perish," is the divine warning which every church must sound 
forth. The r es ults of evangelism are far more permanent where the 
doctrine of repentance is preached in no un ce rt a in terms . Whatever 
a congregatio n may or may not have , it is not a N'ew Test ame nt chur ch 
unles s its members, like the Ephesians, have heard an d heeded the 
cry of repentance . 
The congregation at Ephesu s was a n effective church because it 
had the right kind of preaching. Paul was the preacher and his preach -
ing was characterized by boldness. Paul was a brave man. Moral courage 
is of a hi gher type than physi ca l, and in moral courage the apostle 
excelled. H e was diplomatic, beco min g a ll things to a ll men th at he 
might save some , but he did not min ce words when frankness was 
necess a ry. He never trimmed his sa ils to catch a po pu lar breeze. He 
never lowered his flag when the battle for the truth was raging. He 
knew no man after the flesh and pla yed no favorites. 
Once a young prea cher learned that a social club was being run 
wi de open on Sunday and that gambling was going on at the very time 
serv ice was being held in the house of God. He made sure of his facts. 
and on Sunday morning he deliver ed his message a nd clea red his soul 
agai nst such practices . Monday morning he was met on the street by 
the pre sident of a bank who said to him , "You made a serious mistake 
yest erday. You preached against the Club of which I am a member. 
You offended me and I am the best friend you have in this town." The 
preacher replied , "If I stated anything that was not true I should like 
to know it and correct it. I did not know you were a member of the 
club, but if I h ad known it would hav e made no differ ence . In the pulpit 
I ca n know no man after the flesh and I must preach the truth though 
it condemn my dearest friends and my nearest kin." "Ah ," said the 
banker, "I had never thought of it in that way." 
Another characteristic of Paul's pr eac hing was its faithfulness. 'l'o 
the people of Ephesu s, he said. "I have kept back nothing that was prof -
itable unto you." And again he said to them , "I am pure from the blood of 
a ll men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 
of God" (Acts 20: 20,26,27). He was a diligent proclaimer of the word, 
teac hing "publi cly and from house to house." Someone has said, "A 
house-going preacher makes a church-going people. " Preachers should 
beware lest they become so absorbed in study, sermon preparation , 
socia l life, golf , or what not, that they neglect the people in their 
homes. The only way really to know a family is in the sacred precincts 
of the family circle . The preachers who can build churches on their 
pulpit work alone are very rare indeed . Paul was a good personal 
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worker. He knew the people by name and they knew him . In on e 
letter to a congregation he greeted thirty-four members by name . 
A third element of strength in Paul's preaching was his reasoning 
ability. He was a logical , forceful , convincing preacher. He was equally 
at home in a Jewish synagogue, on Mars' Hill , and in a philosopher's 
school. He could deliver a , matchless address in Athens or reason daily 
for two years in the school of Tyrannus at Ephesus. An old Greek 
philosopher had as his motto: "I carry all my goods with me." And 
this motto was a suitable one for Paul because he was always ready 
to answer questions or meet any occasion. 
A fourth characteristic of Paul 's preaching was its persuasiven ess. 
He was not a cold, intellectual preacher. We need to learn that there 
is no incompatibility between education and sympathy, between logic 
a nd pathos. Paul reasoned, but he also persuaded. He served the Lord 
in Ephesus "with all humility and with tears." Oh, the tears of Paul! 
How touching, how melting' To the Ephesians, Paul said, "Therefore 
watch , and remember , that by the spa ce of three years I ceased not 
to warn every one night and day with tears" (Acts 20: 31). Like Gold-
smith's preacher in the Deserted Village, Paul 
" .. . wat ched and wept , he prayed and felt for all : 
And as a bird each fond endearment tries 
To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies , 
He tried each art , reproved each dull delay , 
Allured to brighter worlds and led the way." 
If some preachers are too lachrymose, others are two dry-eyed. 
In every congregation there are heavy hearts longing for sympathy. 
'.Preaching should reach the heart , and to do this it must come from 
the heart. 
The , church at Ephesus was an effective church because its mem-
bers were a separated people. The Bible says, "But when some were 
hardened (at Ephesus) and believed not, speaking evil of the way before 
the multitude , he (P aul) departed from them and separated the dis-
ciples" (Acts 19: 9). There was a line of demarcation drawn between 
that chur ch and the world. It had power in the community because it 
established a new way of life and demanded that all the relations be-
tween men be regulated on Christian principles. The worldly, uncon-
verted elem ent in the church neutralizes or nullifies the efforts of the 
church. If a church has too little influence over a community it is 
because the community has too mu ch influence over the church. "Come 
out from among them, and be ye separate , saith the Lord , and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you" (II Corinthians 6:17). 
The church · that cannot exercise discipline cannot live. To illustrate 
this truth , let us suppose that gangrene should spread throughout your 
arm . An amputation of the arm is necessary to save your life. If you 
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are not strong enough for the amputation you must die . In like manner, 
the church which has in it a disorderly member too rich or influential 
to be disciplined is a decaying and dying church . 
The church at Ephesus was an effective church because it was 
filled with missionary zeal. It was so effective in its mission work 
that "all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks" (Acts 19: 10). Asia Minor was evangelized in 
three years. Paul did not do it in person inasmuch as he was in Ephesus 
the whole time. Paul had not been seen by face in Laodicea (Colos -
sians 2: 1), and yet there was a church in that city. Evidently the 
people from different parts of Asia Minor heard Paul preach in Ephesus, 
were converted , and then carried the good news back to their home 
communities. And Christians from Ephesus went afield and preached 
to both Jews and Greeks . Missionaries like Epaphr a s brought the gospel 
to every Asian town and district. T,here is hardly a parallel in the 
history of mission work to the zeal and success of the church at Ephesus 
in proclaiming the gospe l and establishing churches. 
The purpose for which the church exists is missions. Take out 
of it the missionary idea and one has a ship without a port, an athlete 
without a goal, a soldier without an order , a life without an objective. 
One has a barren tree that but encumbers the ground, an empty house 
over whose door is written "Ichabod." Limit the gospe l in its scope 
or power and you cut the heart out of it. 
Christ lived and died for all men, and the business of the church 
is to make Him known to all men. Christianity revolves around two 
words: "Come ," and "Go." ID.very one who accepts the invitation to 
come must hear immediately the command to go. It was our Lord's 
most frequent command. It is the key to the parables. It is the drive 
wheel of the spiritual machinery of any local congregation . Stop that 
wheel and the machinery is motionless and useless. 
The church at Ephesus - grew by giving to others. A religion not 
worth giving away is not fit to keep at home. One church member is 
reputed to have said with reference to mission work, "I am opposed 
to it; we haven't enough religion for home use, much less to give to 
'the world, to export to foreign lands." Whereupon a wise man rose and 
replied, "Sir, I have this to say, when our religion is of this character 
the more we export of it the more we have left of it; and the more we 
believe in this gospel and give it to all the world, the more do we 
believe in it and receive it as the , bread of life at home" (The Churches 
of the New Testament by Geo. W. McDaniel, pp. 117, 118). 
The church at Ephesus was an effective church because it reclaimed 
backsliders. Many of those who indulged in the practice of magical 
arts brought their books together and burned them, books valued at 
more than fifty thousand pieces of silver . These books or "Ephesian 
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Letters," were certain magi cal incantations writ t en on parchment s 
and used as a superstitious person wears a rabbit foot for good lu ck, 
or as the fake witch doctor mumbles a jargon of nonsense to his gullible 
patient. The church at Ephesus won the people away from this vile 
and vicious literature. The Bible account of how the people burned 
their degrading literature reads like the days of Savonarola in Floren ce 
when worldly women made a hon .fire of their costliest jewels in their 
abandonment of pleasure to liv~ the dedicated life. 
The backslider in a congregation is a trying probl em. The leaders 
grieve as they see a church member slowly slipping back to the world. 
Despite their solicitude and care a few grow cold, indifferent, worldly . 
Recently we read of a backslidden church member who called at 
the preacher's study to request that his name be dropped from the roll. 
The preacher reminded him that the step he proposed was a serious 
one and appealed to him to reconsider. The man was insistent. As they 
were talking a poorly clad little boy entered the study bearing a note 
scribbled in lead pencil on soiled and crumpled paper. The minister 
read it, and then said to the indifferent church member , "My friend, 
this is an appeal from a poor, sick woman for a visit and help. I mu .st 
go to a funeral service within a few minutes . Would you be good enougJ1 
to go along with this lad and learn what his moth er needs?" "Certainly , 1 
shall gladly do that for her," he replied. The boy led the way from the 
church building , down the wide street, to narrower streets and, finally , 
into an alley and to a shanty where the ha lf-open door, held by one 
hinge, led into an unlighted room. As the man ·stepped into that little 
haunt of squalor and disease the half-blind woman began to speak. 
Thinking she was speaking to the preacher, she said, "I knew you 
would come. You always come to the call of trouble. I am sick and 
hungry, but I want you first to pray for me . Please pray." 
The man had not prayed in years . What should he do? He hesitated 
to identify himself , but his heart would not let him refuse to pray for 
this sick woman. He dropped to his knees, and his first sentence was 
for his own backslidden soul. Soon the ashes of indifference were 
blown from the altar of the prayer's heart and the fires of devotion 
burned again. He besought the throne of grace for this distressed 
woman and then closed the prayer. Then he said , "My dear woman , 
you have dis covered that I am not the preacher. I am the most worth-
less Christian in this city. The preacher is conducting a funeral and 
.sent me to help you, but oh, how you have helped me! And now what 
do you need?" There was no food ', fuel or medicine in the house . H e 
a sked the boy to accompany him. He went to a store , filled a basket 
with food and gave it to the boy for his mother. He ordered medicine 
and fuel sent, and had it charged to himself. Then he hurried back 
to the preacher's study, and when the minister returned from the 
funeral service , the chur ch member stepped forward. His . hand wa s 
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extended, his eyes were filled with tear s, :wd his voi ce was mellow . 
He said, "Oh, sir , I don't want to be dropped from the roll, I'm all 
right now, I'm all right now." 
The church in Ephesus was an effective church because of its 
interest in sinners. Literally thousands who were dominat ed by the 
world, the flesh and Satan were saved. Idolaters turned from Dian a 
to Christ. The temple was deserted of its worshipers, the craftsmen 
who made images of Diana were bereft of their gain, and the life of the 
entire city was transformed by the saving grace of God preached by 
the Ephesian church. In speaking of this evangelistic campaign at 
Ephesus, Luke says , "the name of the Lord Jesus was ma gnified, And 
many that believed came, and confessed , and showed their deeds . . . 
So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed" (Acts 19 : 17,18 ,20) . 
The chur ch reform s a community by saving the individuals in that 
community. It saves those individuals by preaching "the redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace, which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom 
and understanding" (Ephesians 1:7,8) . It teaches all men to believe 
in Christ, turn from sins, and be immersed in water for the remission 
of sins. It teaches members of the church to "put off concerning the 
former conversation the old man , which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that 
ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness" (Ephesians 4: 22-24). 
A few years ago a preacher friend of mine was awakened early 
by a telephone call summoning him to the hospital. As he entered the 
door that morning a mother met him with these eight words: "Will 
Fred be lost should he die today?" Fred was a lovable young man , 
but he had never obeyed the gospel. He was suddenly stricken ill 
and the doctors informed his family that he could not live. From the 
heart of his loving mother came the cry, "Will he be lost should he 
• die?" What that mother had failed to realize was that Fred had been 
lost since he had reached the years of accountability. He did not 
have to die to be lost, he was lost then and had been for years. 
We often sing, "Nearer My God To Thee," and each day we are 
nearer to Him in one of two ways. If we have obeyed the gospel, and 
are living righteously , we are nearer to Him as our Savior, but if we 
are living in sin we are nearer to Him as our Judge . Judge or Savior -
which will He be when you meet Him in judgment? Remember that 
ea ch day you Jive you can sing with more meaning, "Nearer, My God, 
to Thee." 
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PHILIPPI--THE JOYFUL CHURCH 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 316 February 16, 1958 
The setting for our sermon today is the city of Philippi in ancient 
Macedonia. ·we are on historic ground at Philippi. The feet of Phillip 
of Macedon, Alexander the Great , and Aristotle, the philosopher, walked 
its streets . A memorable and decisive battle was fought there in 
42 B. C. when the forces of Brutus and Cassius met the forces of Octa-
vius and Anthony on the field of Philippi. The battle forever rule<t 
out the possibility of restoring the old Roman republic, and from th at 
day forward Rome and her dominions were ruled by an emperor. 
Philippi was a Roman colony, and a Rom an colony was a miniature 
Rome. As such, Philippi enjoyed the protection of Roman law and her 
citizens were the equals of the citizens of Rome. The voting place was 
Rome and citizens who lived in far -away colonies could not go to ttie 
voting place often, if ever , but, still, it was their righ t to vote at the 
one voting place for all citizens. The people of Philippi could well 
undersand Paul's figure of speech, when he _said to Christians that "Our 
citizenship is in heaven ." We live on earth, but our names are enrolled 
in heaven. We dwell upon the earth, but our capital city is heaven. 
The Bible speaks of Philippi as "the chief city of a district." It 
was the most important city, commercially, politically. and historically , 
in Macedonia , and it was here that the gospel was first preached in 
~urope. 
The beginning of Christianity in Europe was quite simple and the 
acco unt is given in minute detail. Paul and Silas planned to continue 
their preaching in Asia, but they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit unerringly guided them to the Dardanelles, a stretch or 
water separating Asia from Europe. The Bible says , "A nd they passing 
by Mysia came down to Troas" (Acts 16:8). And here on the far-
famed fields of Troy, immortalized in Homer's Iliad, "a vision appeared 
to Paul in the night. There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed 
him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us" (Acts 16:9). This 
was Europe's cry for the gospel of Christ, and the missionaries r e-
sponded to it 
Do we understand the import of that cry? Athens with gods innu-
merable, Philippi with crime licensed, Corinth with pleasure enthroned, 
all stand up in the figure of a man appealing for help . Do we catch 
the plaintiveness of that appeal? Greeks dissatisfied with the philosophy 
of Socrates, Plato , and Aristotle ; Lydia longing for a glory more endur-
ing than her purple, and Jews looking for the consolation of Isr ael -
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all these mingle their needs in one pier cing , heart-breaking cry which 
so unded across the Hellespont. 
In answer to the Macedonian call, Paul and Silas crossed from Asia 
to Europe to proclaim the gospel. Xerxes' crossing the H ellespont t o 
co nquer Greece; Hannibal's scaling the Alps to conquer Italy; Caesar's 
cros sing the Rubicon to defend the tribunes of the people against the 
se nate, were not so momentous events in human history as Paul's and 
Silas' crossing the Hellespont with the gospel. Imagine the conse-
quences had the vision called these men eastward! India and China 
might be walking in the gospel light which shines on England and 
America. And England and America might be sitting in the shadow of 
the night which hangs like a pall over India and China. 
A little more than a mile west of Philippi flows the river Ganges. 
Thither Paul and Silas wended their way o,n the first Saturday morning 
a fter their arrival in the city. And there they found a group of Jewish 
wo men engaged in prayer. Evidently Judaism was too feeble to own 
a sy nagogue in Philippi, and perhaps the men had lost faith and dis -
co ntinued to worship on the Sabbath. But the women, always the last 
to forsake the cause or a friend , maintained worship by the river side . 
Paul and Silas preached to these women, and the inspired author of 
the book of Acts says , "A certain woman named Lydia, a seller of 
purple, of the c ity of Thatira , which worshipped God, heard us: wl10se 
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were 
spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she 
besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be fa ith -tu! to the Lord, 
co me into my house , and abide there. And she constrained \lS" (Acts 
16: 14,15). The heart of Lydia was opened by the gospel message she 
heard preached, and she responded by obeying the Word of the Lord . 
Thus , the first result of gospel prea ching in Philippi was the conversion 
of a woman. 
The second result was . the rescue of a maiden . A girl who was 
a sorceress, a fortune-teller, was owned by a syndicate of avaricious 
a nd unscrupulous men who profited from her spirit of divination. This 
gi rl followed after Paul and Silas as they went to worship , and cried , 
" These men are the servants of the most high God, which show unto us 
the way of salvation. And this she did many days. But, Paul, being 
g rieved, turned and said to the spirit , I command thee in the name or 
Jesus Christ to come out of her." And the Bible says , "he came out 
t he same hour" (Acts 16: 17 ,18). Paul pitied this unfortunate young 
woman and he disregarded her owners, who thought that gain was 
more important than a human being. Her soul was more valuable in 
Paul's estimation than big business . And so he called upon ·the Lord 
Jesus to evict the evil spirit which pos se sse d her. 
Her masters , bereft of their illi cit gain, were furious. They laid 
v iol ent bands upon P a ul and Silas and dragged th em into the market -
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place. False charges were trumped up under the guise of patriotism, 
and a mob was incited to rage . The magistrates lost their dignity, for-
got the duties of their office, violated their oath , broke their own law, 
snatched the clothes from the preachers and commanded the jailer to 
beat uncondemned Roman citizens and cast them into prison. Profit 
was preferred to purity, Barabbas to Christ , Mammon to God. 
These unscrupulous masters represent the power of Satan. Paul 's 
conflict with them at the beginning of Christianity in Europe is typical. 
Satan is jealous of God and always tries to destroy His work at the 
beginning. In the dawn of the race Satan whispered distrust into the 
ears of our first parents and beguiled them into disobedience. He put 
murder into the heart of one of the first two worshipers. He went 
up with the sons of God to the first place of public worship and im-
pugned the motives of the best man of those ancient times. He slew the 
babes of Bethlehem, attempting to kill Christianity in its cradle. He 
assailed Jesus at the entrance of His public career. He cried out in the 
synagogue at Capernaum when Christ began His ministry in that city . 
He withstood the missionaries when the gospel was plant ed in Cyprus. 
He resisted stubbornly and fought fiercely the est a blishing of Christi-
anity in Europe. His agents were a vested interest, the civil govern -
ment , and a mad mob. His methods were slanders, beating , and impri-
sonment. 
How unreasoning is a mob' The wild waves of the tempest tossed 
sea are not more boisterous and uncontrollable. At such times Shake-
speare's words certainly apply, when he s~id: 
O judgment! thou art fled to brutish beasts, 
And . men have lost their reason! 
Mob psychology is dangerous. Orderly processes and constitutional 
rights are swept away. Injustices are perpetrated. Justice is denied. 
Crime is compounded. The innocent suffer, and the whole moral tone 
of a community is damaged for generations to come. No Christian can 
countenance mob law, which is no law. 
As a result of mob violence Paul wa s thrown into prison. 'l'his 
was his first experience in prison, but it was not his last. Silas wa s 
h is fellow -prisoner and sufferer . In a dark, lo athesome prison the two 
preachers, with bleeding backs and feet fastened in the stocks, waited 
for the dawn. They passed the long hours in singing. 
At midnight the earth trembled. It was an earthquake and more . 
The same God who delivered Joseph from the envy of his brothers, 
the malice of Potiphar's wife, and the confinement of Pharaoh's prison, 
intervened in behalf of His servants and Christ won the first decisive 
·,battle with paganism. The doors of the prison were opened and the fet-
ters fell from the prisoners' hands . 
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The Roman jailer, thinking the prisoners had escaped, drew his 
sword and was on the verge of committing suicide. It was Roman 
philosophy - the religion of despair - to end trouble and avoid dis-
grace. The sword was poised when mercy intervened, spared his life 
and saved his soul. The frightened jailer was sin-smitten, conscience-
stricken. Hastily procuring lights and entering the prison he asked, 
"What must I do to be saved?" 
This is the question of the ages, and in response to it , Paul and 
Silas said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house." And the Bible adds that "they spake unto him the 
word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took them ' 
the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, 
he and all his, straightway" (Acts 16:30-33). The jailer was told to 
believe in Christ, and the Bible says, after his conversion, that he did 
believe. And it also tells us what he did in believing. He washed the 
stripes he had put on the backs of Paul and Sila.s, thus demonstrating 
his repentance, and he was baptized the same hour of the night. He 
was saved by obedient faith , - and repentance and baptism were a 
part of that faith. 
We have dwelt, somewhat in detail, with the conversions of Lydia 
and the jailer, for they mark the establishment of the church in Philippi. 
From a study of this congregation , we learn a number of striking 
lessons. 
First, we see the prominence of women. In Macedonia women held 
an exceptionally honored position , and Macedonian husbands excelled 
in the terms of endearment carved as epitaphs to their deceased wives. 
Add to this the dignity which Christ conferred upon women anq you 
have the New Testament chur ch in which women ranked highest. 
The church in Philippi began in a women's prayer meeting service. 
Its first member was a business woman. Perhaps it was she who carried 
the gospel to her home in Thyatira and thus helped to start one or 
the seven churches of Asia. 
Paul had great respect for god ly women. He credite d Eunice and 
Lois with the superb training of his co-laborer Timothy. He entrusted 
Phoebe with a dif ficult mission to Rome. He admired and praised 
Priscilla, and he never mentioned her hush .and without her. Wherever 
the gospel he preached prevailed womanhood has been elevated. Com-
pare woman's state in Europe and America with her state in the 
lands of Islam, Buddha, and Confucius. They will not compare, but 
the contrast between them is striking. 
The second lesson we le arn from the Philippian ch urch is its 
abounding joy. A note of joy rings throughout Paul's letter to this 
congregation. It seemed to be the dearest to him of all the ch urches he 
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established. To them , the apostle sai d, "I thank my God upon ever:11 
remembrance of you" (Philippians 1 : 3). 
The Philippian church was such a happy congregation that scholar,; 
have referred to it as, "The Joyful Church." The words "joy" or "rej oic e" 
are found fifteen times in Paul's one short letter to the Philippia'1 
brethren , The elders, deacons and members of the chur ch at Philippi 
were in a hostile and depr essing atmosphere, and ye t they were joy ful. 
They learned the secret of happines s from Paul !).nd Silas - men who 
could sing with bleeding ba cks and fastened feet in the dampness and 
darkness of a dungeon. Sin ce it is true that all thin gs work t ogether 
for good to them that love the Lord; that our light affl icti.on , wh :ch is 
but for a moment, is working for us a n eternal wei ght of glor y ; th at 
our chastisement is evidence of our sonship and yields the peac eab le 
fruit of ri ghteousness; that if we suffer we shall a lso reign with Him; 
that tribulation works patienc e - should we not rejoice in af flictions 
a lso? To the Philippi ans , Paul said, "Rejoice in the Lord always, and 
aga in I say, Rejoice" (Philippians 4: 4), 
The happy church is the attractive congregation. \Ve discredit 
Christianity by moroseness, and despond ency. We corrupt it with mel-
ancholy. Gloom is out of place on a believer 's brow , an d there is infi -
nitely more Christianity in a smile than in a frown. 
A third lesson we learn from the Philippian church was its victory 
over opposition. Paul and Silas ran co unter to the wi cked practices of 
wicked men. They did not side-step. The faced the foe an d defeated 
him. Their victory was a token of the victories which churches of 
Christ in our day should win over licensed , organized and capitalized 
vice, such as gambling and drinking . 
The second foe Paul and Sil as encountered at Philippi was the civil 
gover nm ent. The church encountered the Roman power for the first 
time in this city. It was a mighty power. Its dominions were bound ed 
on the west by the Atlantic oce a n; on the north by the English Channel , 
the Rhine , the Danube, and the Black Sea; on the east by the Armenian 
mountains, the Tigris river , and the Arabian desert; and on the sout11 
by the desolate stretches of the Sahar a. Its Caesar was worshiped as 
God. The conflict and outcome in Philippi were indi cative of th e for-
tunes of Christianity in the Rom an empire and in the western world. 
Paul was not revolutionist. He t ampered no t with the system of 
gover nm ent. He preached Christ, and that was all. Be put a ne w 
sp irit in men. Th at spirit mastered the jailer, permeated the people , 
and leavened the empire. His work was distinguished from other 
teachers in that he was not seeking anything for hims elf, whether 
position or power, fame or fortune, but lle was seeking to give to others , 
to share with others, to make Christ kno wn- to others . 
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A fourth feature of the Philippi a n church was its great liberality. 
Philippi is a shining example of a giving church. It was an ex ample in 
the liberality of its poor members. Paul says "their deep poverty 
abounded unto the ri ches of their liberality" (II Corinthians 8: 2). Th e 
members at Philippi did not let poverty keep them from giving. Th ey 
could not give much but they were liber al with what they had. The 
liberality of the Philippian Christians is seen in the fac t th at they 
gave without being asked to do so. Paul says "they were willing of 
themselves ," to give. They saw the opportunity to help the needy, 
and they seized it . Their liberality was such that they in sist ed on help-
ing others. Paul says they prayed "us with much entreaty that we would 
receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to 
the saints" (II Corinthians 8: 4). They wanted to be identified with 
every good work. The liberality of the Philippians is seen in their 
continuous giving. They did not give once and quit. They continued to 
give. Gifts were sent to support Paul in other towns and even in dis tant 
Rome. Money for the poor in Jerusalem and money for missions in 
Europe kept coming from this church. Paul said, "Now ye Philippians 
know also, that in the beginning of the gospel , when I departed from 
Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and 
receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again 
unto my necessity" (Philippians 4:15,16). 
The Philippian spirit should be coveted and cultivated by modern 
congregations. We surpass the Philippians in wealth, but we do not 
equal them in achievement. We let too many widows and orphans go 
hungry while we revel in luxuries . We live in expensive homes and let 
the house of God lie waste. We live six days for self and one day for 
God. We make pretensions to piety, but show too little zeal. 
The fifth feature of the church in Philippi was its personal at-
tachments. The Philippians gave themselves to the Lord and to the 
missionaries. Love and loyahy bound them together as brethren in 
Christ. When Paul was arrested and sent to far-away Rome for trial, 
distance could not weaken the ties that bound them to the apostle. 
Adversity could not dampen their ardent attachment to him. They sent 
Epaphroditus all the way to Rome with help. Paul speaks of their girt 
as "an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to 
God" (Philippians 4: 18). The things sent were as perfume in the foul 
atmosphere of the Roman prison. Nowhere do we find more beautiful 
touches of the close and intimate relations between brethren than in 
Philippi. They could sing with the spirit and the understanding: 
Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love, 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 
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We share our mutual woes 
Our mutual burdens bear; 
And often for ea ch other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 
It has been my good pleasure to work with several congre ga t ions 
like the one at Philippi. The ties that bind me t o the fa ithful memb ers 
of these con greg a tion s are stron g and endurin g. The me mb er s "love 
one another with a pure he art fer vently," and they love the Lord "with 
all their heart, and with all their soul , and with all their mind." Such 
people are an in spiration to me , and th ey fill my cup of j oy to the full. 
The memory of their godly live s is a boon to my spirit , and a brigh t 
star of hope as I look forward to the future. 
I know , however, that this pleasant asso ciation of th e pr esen t ca n-
not last for ever , for sometime in the coming ye ars the cir cle of fri end -
ship will be broken by the heavy h and of dea th. But th anks be unto 
God! that circle will be rejoined one day, never to be brok en throughout 
all eternity . 
How about your circle of friend s ? It will be broken you k now, but 
what then? Will it be re-formed a round the throne of God or will it 
ever remain broken and shattered ? If you , and th ose you love, are th e 
faithful friends of Chri st, the cir cle will be compl et e in th at fair summer 
land of bli ss. And that is our prayer for you - th at you a nd your s 
will live and die a s the Lord's friends, that your circle of loved ones m ay 
be reunited in the city of the living God. 
THESSALONICA--THE EXPECTANT CHURCH 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 317 February 23, 1958 
Thessalonica is one of the few :r-..'ew Test ament ci ti es to retain its 
importance . It is situated at the he ad of the Aege a n Sea on a slopin g 
hill and is protected by mountains on both sides. Beyond the mounta ins 
to the north st retch the fertile plains of the Danube. The famous lgn a-
ion road from Rome to Constantinople passes throu gh the city. 
The original name of Thessalonica was Th erma, derived from wa rm 
mineral sprin gs in the vicinity, but its name wa s changed to Thes salonica 
about 320 B.C. The change happened in this way: Alexander the Great 
died at Babylon in 323 B. C. from an overdose of ardent spirits. Believ-
ing he was a demigod, he accepted the challeng e to drink to its brim 
the huge cup, Hercules , and paid the price with his life. Though onl y 
thirty-two ye ars of age , he had established a world empi re, larger t11an 
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th a t of Caesar, Charlemagne , Napol eon , the Czar, or th e Kai se r. Upon 
Alexander's death his empire was divid ed among his three generals. 
'One of these, Cassand ra , married Alexand er 's sister, The ssalonica, and 
he renamed the town of Therma , callin g it Thessalonica in honor or 
hi s wife. It was af te r this that it grew into a city of con siderable size 
and presti ge. 
The gospel was carried to Thessalonic a on Paul's se cond mission ary 
journey. He and Silas left Philippi in Macedonia, passed through the 
little towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia, and traveled on e hundred 
mile s west to Thessalonica. Perhaps th ey passed through the smaller 
to wns, knowing that they could be evangelized from the lar ger cities 
of Philippi and Thessalonica . It was the practice of P aul to plant 
chur ches in large cities, the centers of popul a tion and influence, and 
to r adiate from them throu gh the surrbunding country . 
As was Paul's custom, when he arrived in Thessalonica, he went 
to the synagogue . The inflexible rule of the apostles was to take the 
gospel to the Jews first. Christ was sent "to the lost sheep or the 
hou se of Israel ," and though Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles, 
he gave the Jews the first opportunity to hear the gospel. 
There was ano ther reason for his going to the syn ag ogue : It had 
a liber al number of Gentiles in it who were in various stages of passing 
from pa ga nism to Judaism. These people were si ck of heathenism , and 
they were seeking the balm of Gilead. In their heart s the gospel seed 
found fruitful soil. In response to the preaching of Paul and Silas, the 
Bible says some of the Jews "believed, and consorted with Paul and 
Sila s ; and of the devout Greeks a gre at multitude, and of the chief 
women not a few" (Acts 17:4). ' 
The success of Paul and his companion aroused the jealousy of the 
unbelieving Jews , and the Bible says they "took unto them certain lewd 
fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on 
an uproar" (Acts 17 : 5). The house of Jason - a Jew who had been 
converted - was attacked. The mob failed to find the missionaries in 
his home, and so they dragged Jason and other Christians before the 
magistrates. When the authorities "had taken security of Ja son, and 
of the others, they let them go." And the Bible says "the brethren 
immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea" (Acts 
17 :10). Thus we have a brief account of how the church was established 
in the city of Thessalonica. 
The congregation was born in the midst of a gospel meeting. '!'he 
word of the Lord ran and was glorified . The Thessalonians received 
the word, not as the word of men, but a s it was in truth the word or 
God. Their faith was so strong and their works so many that Paul 
could say to them , "For from you sounded out the word of the Lord 
not only in Macedonia and Ach aia, but al so in every place your faith 
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to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing" 
(I Thessalonians 1: 8). The Thessalonians believ ed the gospel when 
they heard it, and they were exceedingly zealous in proclaiming it to 
others. 
It would be a splendid tribute to every chur ch of Christ in our day 
if it could be said, as Paul said to the Thessalonians, that "from you 
sounded out the word of the Lord not only in yi:mr city and state, but 
also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread ab road; so that 
we need not to speak any thing. " 
Paul's meeting in Thessalonica was not a begging campaign for 
the preacher. To these people he said, "For ye remembu, brethren , 
our labor and travail: for laboring night and day , be ca use we would 
not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unt o you the gospel 
of God" (I Thessalonians 2:9). Many modern ev angelists attach too 
much importance to the compensation they will receive and thus th ey 
seriously cripple their influence before the church and the world. We 
have seen men take up from one to a half dozen contributions durin i;-
a religious service after announcing that they would not preach until 
they had received a specified sum of money. We were thoroughly 
ashamed of such men, and in churches of Christ we decry and deplore 
such practices. Of course, we know that gospe l preachers should be 
supported, for the Bible says the Lord ha s ordained "that they whi c h 
preach the gospel should live of the gospel" (I Corinthians 9:14), but 
this does not justify the practices of some modern-day evangelists. Paul 
could sincerely say he never wore a "cloak .of covetousness." Can we 
all say as much? 
The church in Thessalonica was a congregation under the oversight 
of good elders. To the members in Thessalon ica, Paul said , "We beseech 
you, brethren, to know them which lab.or among you, and are over 
you in the Lord , and admonish you ; And to estee m them ver y highly 
in love for their work's sake" (I Th essalonians 5: 12,13). It was the 
Lord's will that there should he elders in every congregation, and that 
these elders should feed the flock of God (Acts 14:23; 20:28). Th ey 
were to take the oversight, "not of constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy l~cre, but of a ready mind" (I P:eter 5: 2). 
In the New Testament the elders are also called bishops , shepherds , 
overseers, and pastors . These words all refer to the same group or 
men, and in that sense the words are interchangeable. There was to be 
a plurality of elders in every church , and no one elder was to have 
authority over the other elders. They were to work in harmony and 
in peace for the promotion of the cause of Christ . The Lord did not 
want a dictator in any congregation of His pe ,ople , and He does not 
want a dictator today . 
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The elders were to oversee in the spirit of Christ, a nd the members 
were to submit to their ovsersight in the same spirit . The y were to 
estee m the elders vr,ry highly in love for the ir work's sahe , an d in the 
letter to the Hebre ws, the Lord says, " Obey them that have the rule 
ove r you. an,l submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls;, as they 
that must give account, that the y may do it with joy, and not with 
gr ief: !or that is unprofiable for you" (Hebrews 13: 17) . 
The church in Thessalonica was a congregation which was prompted 
by the right motives in all its actions. Paul sa id, "We remember with-
out ceasing your work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope." 
T he faith of the Thes sa lonians stood the test of James , who said, "Show 
me thy faith without thy works , and I will show thee my faith by my 
works'' (James 2:18). They loved one another with a pure heart fer-
' ently, and Paul said , "As touching brotherly Jove ye need not that I 
write unto you: for ye yourselves are t aught of God to love one another . 
And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: 
but we beseech you, brethren, that ye in crease more and more" (I Thes-
saloni ans 4: 10). Th is is a beautiful thought, that the love of one 
Christian for another is the result of going to school to God. If we do 
not love one another we have not been apt students in that divine 
school. The apostle John wrote to Christians, "We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren" (T John 3:14). 
The church in Thes.salonica possessed the same trinity of graces 
the Lord commended the Ephesian church for having, and yet how 
different were the two congregations. The Thessalonians retained their 
first love for Christ , and theirs was a "w ork of faith .. . labor of love 
. .. patience of hope." But speaking to ·the church at Eph es us, Jesus 
says "work .. . labor ... patience." What are the missing things'! The 
faith, the hope , the love. In first love it is "work of faith." First Jove 
lost , it is "work." In first love it is "labor of love." First love lost , 
it is "labor." In first love it is "patience of hop e." With first love lost 
it is "patience." The externalities remain , but the underlying sources 
have been weak ened. Faith, out of which work grows, is faltering . 
Love, the principle of toil, is waning. Hope , the inspiration of perpetual 
patience, is dimmed. The church in Th ess alonica was a great congre-
ga tion because it retained its faith, hope and love, and it was from this 
triune fountainhead that all its spiritual activities flowed. 
But the fellowship of the Thessalonian church was marred and its 
usefulness impaired by certain idl ers among its membership. They are 
descri bed as men who "worked not at all, but are busybodies." The 
two go together . One who has no employment finds ample opportunity 
and abundance of time to run the business of other people. Gossiping 
has been called the trade of tb ·ose who ha v~ no trade. 
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One of our poets has asked: 
Have you ever heard of Gossip Town, 
On the shores of Falsehood Bay, 
Where old Dame Rumor, with rustlin g gow n, 
Is going the livelong day? 
It isn't far to Gossip Town , 
For people who want to go; 
The idleness Train will take your down 
In just an hour or so. 
The Thoughtless Road is a popular route, 
And most folks start that way, 
But it's steep down grade; if you don 't watch out , 
You land in Falsehood Bay. 
You glide through the valley of Vicious To wn, 
And into the tunnel of Hate, 
Then crossing the Add-to bridge you walk 
Right into the City gate. 
The principal street is called 'They Say,' 
And 'I've He ard' is the public well, 
And the breezes that blow from Falsehood Bay 
Are laden with 'Don't you Tell.' 
In the midst of the town is 'Tell Tale Park'; 
You're never quite safe while there , 
For its owner is Madame 'Suspicious Remark ,' 
Who lives on the street 'Don't Care.' 
Just back of the park is Slander's Row, 
'Twas there that Good Name died , 
Pierced by a dart from Jealousy's bow, 
In the hands of Envious Pride. 
From Gossip Town peace long since fled , 
But envy and strife and woe, 
And sorrow and care you'll find instead, 
If ever you chance to go." 
(Quoted by Geo. W. McDaniel in The Church of the 
New Testament, p . 190; Pub . Richard Smith, New 
York 1930; No author given) 
To the idlers and gossipers in the Thessalonian church, the apostle 
Paul said, "Now them that are such we command and exhort by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietne ss they work , and eat their own 
bread" (II Thessalonians 3: 12). And then the apostle added, "if any 
man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no 
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company with him, th at he may be ashamed" (II Thessalonians 3:14). 
Idleness was a cause for non-fellowship, and the Lord's command that 
we withdraw from such members is proof of His low estimate of such 
people. 
In our present study of the Thessalonian church, there is one more 
lesson we learn: The members of this congregation believed sincerely 
in the second coming of Christ. Someone has said the Bible may be 
divided into three periods: Christ will come; Christ has come; Christ 
will come again. For four thousand years men looked for His coming. 
That hope was the brightest star in the firmament of Messianic proph-
ecy and the tallest peak in the ranges of Old Testament inspiration. 
In the fullness of time He came , and John the Baptist announced from 
the banks of the Jordan River, "Behold the Lamb of God." And since 
the time He came, lived, died and rose again, Christians have been 
looking for the return of that same Jesus who was taken up into 
heaven. 
Paul's letters to the Thessalonians contain more data upon the 
second coming of Christ than any other one source within the New 
Testament. Paul taught the second coming so emphatically and vividly 
that the members in Thessalonica erroneously judged that He would 
come in their day. And yet the apostle had said to them, "But of the 
times and seasons , brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as 
a thief in the night" (I Thessalonians 5: 1,2). Perhaps they lost sight 
of this truth because of their deep and intense yearning for their 
Lord's return. 
Christ Himself said, in . speaking of the time of His return, ,(But 
of that day and that hour knoweth no man , no, not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father . Take ye heed, watch 
and pray: for ye know not when the time is" (Mark 13:32,33). Jesus 
said that the day of His return was unknown to Himself and to the 
ange ls, but there are people who know more than the angels, or Christ, 
and they set the time for Christ's second coming. These time-tables 
have done much harm for they have all been wrong, and men of weak 
fait h have lost hope. 
But the Bible teaches that Christ will return and that He will 
come the second time as a vindicator and judge. He came the first 
time as our Saviour. A manger was His cradle, Egypt His refuge, and 
poverty His portion. He comes the second time as Judge. In the 
sp lendor of the clouds, accompanied by all the holy angels, He comes 
to vindicate His people and to judge the wicked. To the Thessalonians, 
Paul said, "It is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation 
to them that trouble you," and then he added that "the Lord Jesus 
sha ll be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire 
t aking vengeance on them that know not God , , and that obey not the 
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gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with ever-
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power" (II Thessalonians 1 :7-10) . 
Everlasting destruction is not annihilation. It is expressly called 
punishment , and there is no punishment that can be everlasting when 
one ceases to exist. Neither science nor Scripture knows anything 
a.bout annihilation. The form of matter may be changed by fire, or 
other processes, but matter cannot be destroyed. Th ere is the same 
quality of matter in the universe as when God created it. If matter 
cannot be destroyed how much less can spirit, the part of man made 
in the likeness of God! 
The miscarriage of justice on earth demands a final jud gment. Truth 
is often on the scaffold and wrong is on the throne. The Christian is 
often oppressed while the scoffer sits in the seats of authority. In, 
many cases the laws of society are steeped in injustice, and down in 
man's heart , in his serious moments , is the demand for a future judg-
ment where wrongs will be righted. Stopford Brook's little poem is 
an example of this longing in the hearts of men: 
Three men went out one summer night, 
No care had they, or aim, 
And dined and drank. 
"Ere we go hom e, we'll have ," 
They said, "a game." 
Three girls began that summer night 
A life of endless shame, 
And went through drink , diseas e, and death, 
As swift as racing flame. 
Lawless and homeless , foul, th ey died ; 
Rich, loved , and praised, the men; 
But when they all shall meet with God , 
And justice speaks - what then? 
(Quoted in The Churches of the New Testament , 
by Geo. W. McDaniel, p. 199; no author given ; 
Pub!. Richard Smith, 1930). 
The Bible tea ches that all the dead will be raised when Christ 
returns. The Lord Himself said , "Marvel not at this : for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil , unto the resurrection of damna-
tion" (John 5:28,29). There will not be a resurrection of the righteous, 
and then later , a resurrection of the wi cked. They will all be raised 
whe n the Lord returns, and Christ said to the people of His day that , 
"The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generaticn, an d 
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shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas anct, 
behold, a greater than Jonas is here" (Matthew 12:41). The men of 
Nineveh repented and were saved, but the Pharisees of Christ's day 
refused to repent and were lost. But they all meet - the right eo us 
and the wicked - in the judgment. And this will take place when 
the Lord returns. 
If the hope of the Thessalonians in the Lord's return was too 
vivid, ours is too vague. The thought of Christ's second coming has 
disappeared from much of our teaching, and it is no longer the inspira -
tion of some professed Christians . But as for us, we must join with 
the apostle Paul who said, "If in this life only we have hope in Christ , 
we are of all men most m'iserable" (I Corinthians 15: 19). 
Precious is our hope as we look foreward to "the glorious appear-
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:1:l). How 
could we bear our burdens, and dry our tears without this hope? We 
bury our dead - the young, the mature , the aged. A lock of hair in 
a father's billfold, a baby's shoe in a mother's room , a picture on the 
wall of the one who gave us birth, a faded letter from a deceased 
sweetheart - these tell the tragic story of our sorrows! When all 
human helpers fail and comforts flee, whither do we turn? Where are 
our believing dead? What is their state? Shall we see them again ·t 
These are the questions that search the sorrow-riven heart, and the 
Bible answers them with assurance and comfort. Christ will return 
and the dead shall be raised. 
The Bible teaching about the return of Christ is not only precious, 
but it is also practical. It was the atmosphere the early Christians 
breathed, and the light in which they walked when they did their 
mightiest deeds. The future, a riddle to cynics and philosophers, was 
to them filled with the promise of certain victory . Faith in the return or 
Christ prompted multiplied thousands of people to repent of their sins, 
and be buried with their Lord in baptism. And it was this faith which 
moved Paul to say to the Christians at Corinth: "Therefore , my beloved 
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, torasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord" (I Corinthians 15: 58). Will you be moved by the assurance or 
the Lord's return to obey the gospel, and to be steadfast, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord? 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
JANUARY, 1958 
Receipts ........................................... .. . ......... $20,531.59 
Expenditures ................................... . . ...... $16,163 .,W 
Receipts Exceed Expenditures by ..................... .. .. .................. $ 4,368.39 
This abbreviated financial statement is being made in order to have 
the report printed without delay. Any information other than these fig-
ures will be given gladly on request and up-to-date statements will be 
printed at regular intervals. 
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